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PARTICIPATING FAMILY TESTIMONIALS:  
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I love that my daughter gets good age appropriate books even when we can't afford to buy them for 
her.�
-Parent, Effingham County (2006 Parent Survey) 
 
I would like to inform you that we have moved. My children would be disappointed if they could not 
continue to receive books so I am providing our new address.  
Also, I would like for my niece to begin receiving books. My sister is also expecting in February and I 
want that baby to receive books as well. I started reading to my kids in utero, then as newborns. Now 
that they are at the preschool age, they are actually reading to me. Thanks for that! There are a handful 
of people in my family that cannot read as adults, so you can understand why promoting literacy is 
important to me.  
-Misty Chandler-Watts, Carroll County 
 
Reading to my son will better prepare him for school. It gives me a special time w/ my child. 
-Parent, Dade County (2006 Parent Survey) 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



I snapped this picture of my son Trevor when he sat down in the window to read 
his favorite book. He and his sister both love the books.  Trevor's sister, Lily 
who will be 4 in May, waits every month for her new book. She has 'My Lucky 
Day' memorized already, that's the one she received last month. We have made it 
a routine to read each of their new books every night before they go to bed, if we 
vary from this, they both scream, "read, read, read" until we give in, no matter 
how late it is.  I love this program and have told all my friends about it. 
 
- Thank you so much, Alisa Bostic 
 

 
The books we are receiving are great. I just wanted to say thanks. He [Kaleb] is not able to read yet. He 
will be 7 months old on Sunday. I can read to him now and hopefully one day he will be reading these 
same books to me. I am a single parent. I just wanted to let you know it is the little things that your 
organization is doing that really matters to the community. People always take the time to complain 
about the negative things, but not commend those good efforts. So I just wanted to share that with you 
this morning. 
Thanks again and you have a blessed day. 
-Melissa Lester and Kaleb Minor, Henry County 
 
I would just like to take the time to thank you for the wonderful books that my son receives from you. 
We have thoroughly enjoyed reading them. He looks forward to receiving a book every month.  
 
I think his favorite book is "Llama Llama Red Pajama". It is a wonderful book as they all are. At one 
point in time he actually slept with it or if he couldn't sleep with it he told it good night.  
 
Thank you for such a wonderful program.  
 
-Stacie Ragan, Calhoun County 
 
My son, Owen, received his first book today. He was thrilled to get something JUST FOR HIM in the 
mail and has insisted we read it several times today. I can tell this is going to be a big hit with our 
children! We can't wait to ge the next one! 
 
Great job! 
 
- Shannon Starr 
 
Dear Ferst Foundation Community Action Team, 
 
I can't tell you how excited my husband and I are about Ferst Foundation being in Lamar County.  Just 
knowing that so many children are receiving books monthly is wonderful.  I wanted to share a personal 
story with you to show what a difference you are making in this community. 
 
I signed up my two year old son, Will, the night the meeting was held at the library in March to 
introduce the Ferst Foundation to the community.  I went home that evening and told him about it.  He 
was very excited to hear that he would be getting something just for him in the mailbox.  Several 
weeks later I checked the mail and there was our first book, "The Little Engine That Could." Jay, my 
husband, let Will get the book out himself. I wish you could have seen his face.  He was yelling, "I got 
my book, I got my book!"  We had to come right in and read it.  For the next few weeks that was the 



book he wanted us to read to him every night at bedtime. 
 
Then a few big weeks later, out next book came, "Big Sister, Little Sister".  Will has a big sister, 
Maddie, and they both enjoyed this book.  The most recent book we received was "Firefighters to the 
Rescue."  Before I read the book to him I asked him some of the questions that were in the parent guide 
that comes with the book.  "What do firefighters do?, What do the[y] wear?, Where do they sleep?  He 
also colored the picture that came with it. 
 
We feel so blessed to be in a community where this is offered.  Will is so proud of the books he has 
received so far.  At least once a week when we check the mail he asks, "Mommy, do I have a new 
book in there?"  How awesome it is to know that this is happening all through Lamar County!  Thanks 
to each of you for all that you have done and continue to do. 
 
- Sincerely, Joni R. Tenney 
 
Ferst Foundation would love to hear from you!   
Please send your testimonials and photos to info@ferstfoundation.org. 


